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Well Wishes
Goodbye Good Friends
Professor Gerhard Knapp
retired from the University of  Utah 
after 37 years of  service. Knapp 
earned the designation of  Profes-
sor Emeritus for his remarkable  
accomplishments as professor of  
German and Comparative Litera-
ture. Professor Knapp received his 
PhD from Technische Universität in 
Berlin, Germany. During his time at 
the University of  Utah he received 
the Faculty Fellow Award twice and the ASUU Student 
Choice Award for Teaching.

Professor Eduardo Elias 
retired after 31 years at the Uni-
versity of  Utah. Elias was awarded  
Professor Emeritus status for his 
service to the Department of  Lan-
guages & Literature and the Eth-
nic Studies Program. Elias will be 
remembere his efforts in increasing 
diversity at the U of  U and for sup-
porting the     international experi-
ence for students. 

Professor Wolff Von Schmidt 
retired from the University of  
Utah   with emeritus status after 
41 years of  service and teaching. 
Von Schmidt received his PhD in 
Germanics from the University of  
Washington in 1968, and he began  
teaching German and Comparative 
Literature at the U of  U in 1978. 
Professor Von Schmidt initiated the 
department’s strong relationship 
with the University of  Kiel in Germany, and directed the 
Kiel study abroad program for many years. 

Professor Bernard Weiss 
retired form the University of  Utah 
with Emeritus Status after 25 years 
of  service to both the Department 
of  Languages & Literature and the 
Middle East Center. Professor Weiss 
received his PhD from Princeton 
University in 1966. He has an exten-
sive publication record and is recog-
nized as one of  the foremost scholars 
in Islamic law. 

Congratulations  
to the 2009-10 scholarship recipients 

on your hard work and dedication.

Departmental Scholarships
Clayton Anderson (Spanish)

Dustin Childs (Spanish & Chinese)
Sven Hoge (Spanish)

Mitchell Marsden (Spanish Teaching)

Halliday Scholarship
Linton Dean (Graduate Student)

David Edwards (Undergrad Student)

Fishburn Scholarship
Julie Dyer 

Rosenbaum Scholarship
Steven Snyder (German)

Cocorinis Scholarship
Pete Saltas (Modern Greek)

Jerry Lodge Scholarship
Hannah Jones (Classics)

Congratulations  
Class of 2009!

The Department of Languages & Literature 
would like to wish the undergraduate 

class of 2009 good luck!

We also heartily congratulate the  
following Masters and PhD graduates:

Graduate Students:

Estaban LaPaz (MALP), Amber Christensen (MALP) 

AJ Mendenhall (Spanish MA), Chris Snow (MALP), 

Claudia Weber (MALP), Jordan DeHaan (French MA), 

Kyle Price (MALP), John Chatelain (French MA),  

Melia Reynolds (MALP), & Pablo Celis (Spanish MA) 

Doctorate Students:

Michael Cartmill (Spanish PhD) &   

Lissette Ruiz (Spanish PhD)

We wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors. 
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Summer Language Institute Successfully  
Completes its Second Year

thanks to the rotc language and culture project grant

Students from the Summer Language Institute Hindi-Urdu, Arabic, Chinese and Pashto 
classes. Thanks to a grant from the  ROTC Language and Culture Project, these students 
were able to learn the basics of  these important languages in just 6 weeks. 

We learned about the 
language, religion and 
culture of  Afghanistan 
and the Indo-European 
people. It was tough, but 
I’m glad I did it. We had 
the best instructor.

~Cadet Weyburn US 
Army, Pashto Class

I learned more in these 
past six weeks than I did in 
8 years of  Chinese school 
when I was younger. 

~Anglea Wong,  
Chinese Class

I loved teaching in this in-
tensive format. I had the 
most amazing students, 
and was really impressed 
with them. It’s not easy 
to learn such a hard  
language in such a short 
time. 

~Zach Heern,  
Instructor Arabic Class

I took this class for the great 
opportunities learning this 
language will give me. 

~Ammon Tenney ROTC  
Hindi-Urdu Class




